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February   13,   2019   
 
Mr.   David   Ross,   Assistant   Administrator   for   Water  
U.S.   Environmental   Protection   Agency  
1200   Pennsylvania   Ave.   NW  
Washington,   DC   20460–0001  
 
Dear   Assistant   Administrator   Ross:  
 
On   behalf   of   our   millions   of   members   and   supporters,   we   write   to   express   our   concerns   about   the  
proposed   revisions   to   the   EPA   Lead   and   Copper   Rule   (LCR),   84   Fed.   Reg.   61,684   (Nov.   13,   2019).   We  
urge   EPA   to   strengthen   the   proposal   to   ensure   the   protection   of   millions   of   Americans,   especially   children  
who   are   at   special   risk   from   lead,   and   to   remove   the   weakening   changes   the   agency   proposes..  
 
Lead   contamination   of   our   drinking   water   is   a   serious,   widespread,   and   ongoing   public   health   threat.   Of  
the   several   steps   needed   to   end   this   contamination,   we   focus   this   short   comment   letter   on   the   following  
priorities:  
 
First   and   foremost,   the   rule   should   require   all   lead   service   lines   (LSLs)   be   fully   removed   in   no   more   than  
10   years   at   utility   expense.    There   are   6.5   to   10   million   lead   service   lines   serving   tens   of   millions   of  
Americans.[1]    From   Flint   to   Newark   and   beyond,   these   toxic   pipes   are   major   sources   of   water  
contamination.   In   fact,   public   health   experts   have   identified   replacing   lead   service   lines   as   the   single   most  
important   step   we   can   take   to   reduce   lead   contamination   of   drinking   water.[2]    As   LSLs   represent   an  
inherent   threat   to   safe   drinking   water,   we   must   replace   them   proactively,   not   wait   for   test   results   to  
confirm   contamination.     Moreover,   it   is   critical   that   the   rule   mandate   a   more   comprehensive   inventory,  
and   prohibit   partial   service   line   replacements.   Partial   replacements   can   make   lead   contamination   worse.  
Requiring   individual   homeowners   to   pay   for   service   line   replacement   delays   action,   makes   replacements  
less   efficient,   and   results   in   environmental   injustices   because   low-income   property   owners   and   renters  
will   continue   to   suffer   from   lead-contaminated   tap   water.  
 
Under   any   framework,   EPA   should   be   dramatically   accelerating   LSL   replacement;   instead   the   proposed  
rule   appears   to   slow   it   down.    The   proposal   would   extend   the   deadline   for   lead   service   line   replacement  
for   systems   exceeding   the   action   level   from   about   14   years   to   over   33   years   by   lowering   the   annual  
replacement   rate.   Any   such   weakening   of   the   current   rule   is   unwise   and   unlawful.[3]  
 
Second,   EPA   should   set   an   enforceable   Maximum   Contaminant   Level   (MCL)   or   action   level   for   lead   at  
the   tap   that   is   more   protective   of   public   health   than   current   law.[4]   The   proposed   rule   would   set   up   a  
confusing   "trigger   level"   and   maintain   an   action   level   as   high   as   15   ppb,   even   though   the   Centers   for  
Disease   Control   and   Prevention[5],   World   Health   Organization[6],   American   Academy   of   Pediatrics[7],  
and   EPA   itself   have   all   concluded   that   there   is   no   safe   level   of   lead.   Low   levels   of   exposure   in   children  



are   linked   to   damage   to   the   brain   and   nervous   system,   learning   disabilities,   shorter   stature,   impaired  
hearing,   and   harm   to   blood   cells.[8]   Adults   can   suffer   from   cardiovascular   disease   and   impacts   on  
reproduction   and   the   kidneys.[9]    In   contrast   to   the   proposed   rule,   Canada   recently   established   a   5   ppb  
standard[10],   and   the   American   Academy   of   Pediatrics   recommends   that   schools   limit   lead   in   drinking  
water   to   1   ppb.[11]  
 
Finally,   aggressive   action   to   get   the   lead   out   will   require   not   only   stronger   rules   but   considerable  
resources.    We   urge   EPA   –   and   the   entire   administration   –   to   work   vigorously   with   advocates   and  
communities   to   convince   Congress   to   provide   dramatically   higher   levels   of   federal   funding,  
commensurate   with   the   task   at   hand.  
 
Thank   you   for   your   attention   to   this   important   matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
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